CHRIST THE KING CHURCH, MURDESHWAR
BHATKAL- 581 350, UTTARA KANNADA, KARNATAKA , INDIA.

Web: www.christthekingchurch-mdr.in Email: christrai1956@gmail.com

AN APPEAL

Christ the King Church, lying on the backdrop of the
Magnificent Arabian Sea and the lush Western Ghats is a gift
of our ancestors. It has been an abode of God and all those
who have passed through this place have experienced the
divine touch and have become better human persons.

The town gets its name after the Hindu god Shiva called Murdeshwar. It attracts tourists from all over the
world. Although it is predominantly a non-Christian area, the presence of about 900 Catholics adds grace and
beauty to this place.

Catholic community was fortunate to be ministered by saintly Fr. Vincent Pereira. The Franciscans who
followed him, with their systematic family visits and catecheses, deepened the faith of the people and gave them
a sense of belonging to the parish and the diocese. Presently the parish is pastorally taken care of by the
diocesan clergy. Due their witness and perseverance, now the enlightened laity has been forming itself into a
worshipping and serving community.

The existing church building was built during the time of Fr. Vincent Pereira in the year 1956, earlier to it
there existed a chapel made of palm leaves. As the need arose, Fr.Nicholus D'Souza OFM added a portico to
the church. The elders remember with gratitude the hardships and sacrifice of these saintly priests.

The church that was built and later extended is now in a bad condition; due to the exposure to rain and
sun major dents have appeared on the walls and roofs; a part of the roof has already collapsed. The steel of the
portico being corroded, pieces from concrete slab are falling down. The experts have concluded that it is no
more safe for use. Presently the liturgical services are being conducted in the community hall.

It is a long felt earnest desire of the faithful to have a decent church building for divine worship. Since the
Catholics, of whom majority are poor and daily wage earners, cannot bear the entire cost, we humbly request
you to help us in this laudable work in honour of Christ the King.

The estimated cost is about 4 Crores (4.00.00.000-00).
Invoking God's blessings on you,
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“You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in
thanksgiving to God.” (2 Corinthians 9:11)
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